General description of Grassland types

The grassland types are arranged according to their Habitat Code in the Habitats Directive.
6210 Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates  (Festuco Brometalia) 
Grasslands on chalk or limestone typical of much of Europe, where the habitat is orchid rich it is considered to be a ‘priority' habitat. Assessed as ‘unfavourable-bad' in the Atlantic, Boreal, Continental and Pannonic regions. In all these regions all parameters except ‘range’ are ‘unfavourable-bad'. Within these regions only Italy (Continental) assessed this habitat as ‘favourable ' although Spain reported ‘unknown' for its Atlantic region. Assessed as ‘unknown but not favourable ' for the Alpine and Mediterranean regions largely as a result of Spain reporting ‘unknown' for both regions. Again Italy assessed the habitat as ‘favourable ' for both regions as did Portugal (Mediterranean). Many threats and pressure s are reported but many countries note changes in agriculture, leading to both abandonment and overgrazing.
http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/x_habitat-art17report/library/datasheets/habitats/grasslands/grasslands/6210-seminatural
6230 Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in mountain areas (and submountain areas, in Continental Europe) 
This is a semi-natural grassland wide spread across much of the Europe an Union with distinct upland and lowland subtypes. The definition of this habitat has caused problems as several countries have large areas of species poor grassland dominated by matgrass (Nardus stricta) as a result of long periods of overgrazing of little interest for nature conservation - these grasslands should not be included in this habitat. Assessed as either ‘unfavourable-inadequate ' or ‘unfavourable-bad' across all countries except for Greece and Italy who reported ‘favourable ' in all regions. As the pressures reported elsewhere as responsible for its unfavourable conservation status (abandonment of grazing or overgrazing) are likely to exist in these countries it is not clear why there should be such a difference.
http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/x_habitat-art17report/library/datasheets/habitats/grasslands/grasslands/6230-species-rich
6410 Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clavey silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae)
Meadows with purple moorgrass (Molinia caerulea) on wet, unfertile soils resulting from long periods of traditional management such as mowing. Species-poor meadows dominated by purple moorgrass, often a result of draining peat bogs, are not included in this habitat. This habitat is wide spread across central, northern and western Europe, it also occurs more rarely in the Mediterranean region. Assessed as ‘unfavourable -bad' in all regions in which it occurs except for the Mediterranean region where it is ‘unknown' as a result of Spain reporting all parameters as ‘unknown'. Only in Estonia (Bore al) and Portugal (Atlantic and Mediterranean) has this habitat been assessed as ‘favourable'. Most countries include changes in agricultural management amongst threats and pressures, many also note drainage. 

http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/x_habitat-art17report/library/datasheets/habitats/grasslands/grasslands/clavey-silt-ladean
6440 Alluvial meadows  (Cnidion dubii)

These meadows, which occur alongside large rivers, result from a combination of regular flooding and mowing for hay production and were typical of central Europe. The area of this habitat has been greatly reduced during the 20th Century. Assessed as ‘unfavourable-bad' in all three regions in which it occurs, with several countries reporting all four parameters as ‘unfavourable-bad'. Threats and pressures are related to changes in agricultural practice including fertilisation and drainage together with river engineering which reduces or prevents annual flooding.
http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/x_habitat-art17report/library/datasheets/habitats/grasslands/grasslands/6440-alluvial_cnidion
6510 Lowland hay meadows (Alopecurus pratensis, Sanguisorba officinalis) 
These meadows, which occur alongside large rivers, result from a combination of regular flooding and mowing for hay production and were typical of central Europe. The area of this habitat has been greatly reduced during the 20th Century. Assessed as ‘unfavourable-bad' in all three regions in which it occurs, with several countries reporting all four parameters as ‘unfavourable-bad'. Threats and pressures are related to changes in agricultural practice including fertilisation and drainage together with river engineering which reduces or prevents annual flooding.
http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/x_habitat-art17report/library/datasheets/habitats/grasslands/grasslands/6510-lowland_sanguisorba
6520 Mountain hay meadows 

Hay meadows at higher altitudes (usually 600m or higher), often in mountain valleys. These meadows are traditionally managed for hay production and are often very species-rich. Most widespread in the hills and mountains of central Europe, this habitat also occurs in other mountain ranges such as the Pyrenees, Massif Central and the hills of Great Britain and Fenno-Scandanavia. Assessed as ‘unfavourable-bad' in all regions except for the Continental region where it has been assessed as ‘unfavourable-inadequate’. No country has assessed this habitat as ‘favourable' although Spain has reported ‘unknown' for the Alpine region. The United Kingdom (Atlantic) reported ‘unfavourable-bad but improving' while in the Boreal region, both Finland and Sweden reported  ‘unfavourable bad and deteriorating'. A variety of threats and pressures have been reported, most countries note changes in agricultural and several ski developments.
http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/x_habitat-art17report/library/datasheets/habitats/grasslands/grasslands/6520-mountain_meadowspdf
PAGE  
2

